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of Report by Historians’ Commission 
AU091 143 Vienna Domestic Service in German 
0600 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Helmut Oppietal Report) 


[Text] The report of the Waldheim Historians’ Commis- 
sion consists of exactly 202 printed pages and is subdi- 
vided into 9 sections. Right at the beginning, the seven 
histonans deal with the contentious issue of the commis- 
sion’s mandate. The Commission has assumed its tasks 
to be the collection of facts about Waldheim's wartime 
past, to examine his participation in Nazi organizations 
and to look at the political content of his dissertation. 
The Commission understood its assignment as a scien- 
tific work, not one of a tribunal or requiring a judicial 


The report notes: It remains the responsibility of those 
who commissioned and received the report to draw the 
conclusion they deem necessary. 


In accordance with its mandate, the first section of the 
C te aestn ith Wabthaien’s attiend 
toward National Socialism. Under Chapter A—Mem- 
- —— . ie : 
i Waldhei po ey eel ao oo fied 4 at 


demonstrate his clear intention to also join the National 
Socialist German Workers Party at a later date. Since 
there is no evidence of i ical commitment on the 
part of Waldheim, the conclusion can be drawn that this 
was another act of accommodation with the Nazi regime. 


Whereas Waldheim's Riding Club at the Consular Acad- 
Stormtroopers, Waldheim must have taken personal 
initiative to join the NS Students’ Union, the Commis- 
sion concludes. 


an effort to put the examiners, who also included Nazis, 
in a favorable mood. 


But then the Commission's report deals in detail, over 
109 pages, with Waldheim's wartime activities. It draws 
the conclusion that Waldheim was not personally in a 
position to give orders in the Balkans, and the Commis- 
sion states that in spite of his low rank, Waldheim was 


AUSTRIA 


intelligence service of his Army group and his closeness 
10 local events. In some cases these insights also included 


Section 6 deals with the question of how much Wald- 
heim knew about the deportation and the fate of Greek 
Jews and of the extent Wehrmacht units were involved. 
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1100 GMT 9 Feb 88 


AUO91446 Vienna Domestic Service in German 


Ench Aschinger] What 1s more detmmental to the Repub- 
he of Austria—if Waldheim remains in office or if he 


[Question indistinct. repeated by Austnan radio reporer 
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pb hed tp perme on the coalition. What 
said was that this country regained its strength 
after 1945 despite differing political views and different 
ial interests because the previous gencration—and | 








| would say that possrdie contradictions on this point do 


not stem from the question whether the term 13 applica- 
ble or not—some of the members may have seen a 
conflict there—but from the fact thai 11 1s not the task of 
a commission of histonans to pass a moral sudgement. 
The decision to change not only one word but the whole 
last paragraph, not 40 take the bite out of n—1 would lke 
to stress this—was, adopted by the six members of 
the Commission, or rather by the five members and the 
expert. | would say the new version 1s even tougher. [end 
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Palestinian Deportees Arrive To Board Ship 
NC091525 Paris AFP in English 1514 GMT 9 Feb 88 


[Excerpt] Athens, Feb 9 (AFr)}—Palestinian deportees 


special Jordanian airliner and was met at the airport by 
Fu‘ed al-Bitar, head of the Palestine Liberation Organi- 
zation (PLO) diplomatic miss*on here. 

Earlier in the day Shaykh “Abd al-Hamic al-Sayih, a 
occupied territories wound travel to Athens, along with 
21 Jordanian supporters. 


There was no immediate explanation for the difference 
in the number of deporices. 


Mr. Al-Bitar said the boat, dubbed the “Al-‘Awda™ 


Israeli port of Haifa expected to take several days. 


He said the vessel would be carrying around 200 Pales- 
tinians and 200 journalists and personalities from many 
countries. [passage omitted] 


PLO Diplomat Says Israel Will Not Sink Ship 
JN091810 Manama WAKH in Arabic 1000 GMT 


Al-Bitar added that the ship will be accorded an official 
reception in Larnaca. He noted that Vasos Lissaridhis, 
leader of the Unified Democratic Union of Cyprus/So- 
He said preparations are under way for holding a mam- 
moth mass rally for the ship whic:. .-ill be joined by PNC 


gers on board the ship will a sit-in in 
tion and to be staged in cooperation 
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[Text] Isracli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres said yes- 
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